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ſtruction by catechizing is of great 
antiquity: but this is not my reaſon for 
adopting or recommending it. It ſeems 

| to be peculiarly adapted to young minds, 

as it approaches to the eaſe and freedom 

| of converſation. And ſince queſtions „ 
1 | ſemble thoſe inquiries which children 
= themſclves: frequently make of their 8 
accord, when they hear or ſee ahy thing 
that they do not underſtand, this method 
tends to engage the attention of children 
much more thanialKiog © to them ii in a con- 


: "Befides, when they are made to repeat 85 

ö a thing themſclves, they will more natu= = 
rally put queſtions to their inſtructor, 1 p 

they do not underſtand what they are ſay- 

ing, ed will PR introduce the 


: * 3 
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iv nE PREFACE. V 
more uſeful, becauſe the more ſumillar =_— 
part ofthe exerciſe. For I would propoſe 
that the queſtions in the catechiſm ſerve 
only to point out the principal things = 
about which it may be proper to talk with 2 
a child, and that they be broken i into a 1 
greater number of other queſtions and an- 3 
ſwers, too particular to be printed at 
large, but ſuch as will naturally ſuggeſt 
3 in the courſe of none: ol 


Ii objekted to eatechizing, that, in his : ; 
+ of inſtruction, we teach childr en 85 4 


the uſe of words, before we can poſſibly 


dre them adequate ideas of their meaning; 
and therefore, that we only lead them to 
entertain a confuſed and wrong notion of 
things. But this is, in fact, the caſe with 
almoſt every word a child learns; and there 
is no remedy for it. Children learn al! 
Vords mechanically, by imitation; and, 
from the ſame principle, will even repeat 
them in connexion with other words, long 
50 defore they have any tolerable idea of their 


meaning | 


THE PREFACE » 
meaning, as may be found by queſtion- 
ing them about the words they uſe. But 
by uſing them themſelves, and hearing 
other perſons uſe them, in a great vari- 
ety of connexions, they learn their true 
3 ſenſe by degrees. This, however, is al- 50 
= yOu a work "e time. 8 | 


| Beſides, an imperfedt knowledge of 
6 things! is often better than no knowledge - 


= at all. In this caſe, if a child do but enter 
= tain a very imperfect idea of God, of his 


= duty, and of a future ſtate, he will get ſuch - 
= ideas as will be of ſome ule to him at pre. 
ſent, but of much more as he grows wo. 
and they will be of much more uſe then, [| 
for having been impreſſed early, when they I 
could be of little uſe, or even if they I 
ſhould, atthattime, be of no uſe at all. A 
reverence for religion, for its general die- 


tates, or even for the words and forms I 
it belonging to it, without any clear ideas. © _ * 
g if it be inculcated early, when the mind is 


e and ut. to receive Impreſſions, 
0. 8 will 
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will a a foundation for the principle of 

_ conſcience; or, however, will come great- 
Iy in aid of that principle, and operate 
as a real reſtraint upon vice and immora- Ml 
lity as long as a perſon lives. Beſides, the 
ideas that we ourſelves, and even the moſt 

| intelligent of mankind, have of God, and 
of a future ſtate are, no doubt, very im- 3 
5 perfect; yet who can deny their being uſe- | 
ful. For my own part, I think I have 23 
El the greateſt reaſon to be thankful to God i 
for the happineſs of a religious education, = 
8 though I was tavght many things I never 'F 
5 underſtood, and « even many chat 1 do not : 
bel ieve. 5 OE 
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_ This objettion to the buſineſs of cate- 

—_ chizing, I imagine, took its riſe from the 
e and contents of ſome particular cate= 
| - chiſms, which were drawn up ſoon after 

dete reformation from popery, and which, 
nere, therefore, neceſſarily encumbered 
| with the technical terms of a metaphyſical 
1 e that had its rife 1 in. times of great 
„ „„ dark- 
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True PREFACE vl; 
5 darkneks and ſuperſtition. But if we con- 
= demnevery thing that has been abuſed, we 
= muſt deprive ourſelves of every thing that 
| | God has made, or that man has eyer de- 
= vifſed, for our uſe. For there is no good 
= thing we can name, but has, in ignorant or 
deſigning hands, been perverted to ſome _ 
: miſchievous or een, pes, 2 


11 


'To avoid theſe inconveniencies as much 
as poſſible, I have in imitation of the ſimpli- 
city of Dr. Waris, ſtudied to make DO. 
catechiſm, and eſpecially the firſt part of == 
very plain; and have not introduced into 
it the technical terms of any particular 
fyſtemof religion whatever. I think Ihave 
inferted nothing but what will be acknow-. 
ledged to belong to common chriſtianity; 
and I alſo think, that it contains all the- 
Y truths of chriſtianity, that can greatly in- 
fluence men's practice; for theſe are very 
= few, and ſuch as a child may be made to 
_ underſtand. The whole buſineſs of practi- : 
cal nige paſs. as the ſubject is, - . 
A + 8 ſerves —_— 


** 
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ſerves only to illuſtrate and enforce the bw 


plain principles of the kun — of this = : 
5 — — _ 


= 145 this view, it : may be of ſome aka to = 
| perſons whoſe minds have been bewildered | 
ia the labyrinths of theological ſyſtems 3 as 1 
3 they may ſee, in a ſmall compaſs, everß 1 
1 thing that revelation contains, which can in- 

| | fluence the hearts and lives of men, all 

_- that is of prattical uſe, and conſequently =_ 
= 3s * that i is properly ade in relitzon. —_ 


ener perſons of all parties malt, 1 —_ 
think, agree with me in this, that the firſt =_ 
püatt of this catechiſm contains what is moſt WW 
|| —neceſfary to be known concerning revela= | 
tion, and therefore may ſerve as an intro- 
ductory catechiſm, and may not improperly 
be taught previous to any other, that may 
be thought to enter more fully, into | the —_ 
doctrines of chriſtianity. =_ 
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4 cannot help wiſhing that miniſters in x 
general would draw up their own. cate- 
1 chiſins, = 
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- ei and forms of inſtruction of all 
kinds. Had this been the practice for a 
century paſt, we ſhould have had ſome- 


thing excellent in the kind before this time; 

and no one particular form, as the Aſſem- 8 
hs, would have acquired the degree 
ok reverence which ſets it upon a level 
with the ſcriptures. This idea i in a man- 
8 ner, enforces the uſe of it, and even 
makes it hazardous for many winiſters to 
attempt to introduce any other, wherebß 
religious knowledge, and all improvements 
are kept at a ſtand; and thoſe miniſters 
3 who cannot with a good conſcience, make 

uſe of that catechiſm, uſe no catechiſm at 
all, and conceive adiſlike 0 che whole bu- 5 


e 
1 


ſineſs of catechizing. 
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The age at which it may wy: proper wy; 
oh the firſt part of this catechiſm, 1 
think, will be, in general, about four . 
| five. And I think it will not be i improper, | | 
o ſome caſes, to reach | it to ſervants as well 
as to children. But every thing of this 
nature vill de rene upon as circum® I 
F A 's ED ſtances 5 : £2 
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ſtances, concerning which the maſter of LY 
5 nen only can judge. 


The ſecond part of the ratechiſin may | 
od be committed to memory, like the 
firſt, or not, at the pleaſureof the teacher; 
or ſome ofthe anſwers: may be committed to 
memory, and others not. It may be of uſe 
do young perſons either way. I have en- 
deavoured to make it leſs theoretical, and 
more practical than any other catechiſm : 
that 1 have ſeen; and this, 1 think, is . = 
5 advantage. N 7 : 


With reſpectt to e and every 5 
. other wethodofcommunieating inſtruction 
"m children, let it be conſidered that i it is 
much more the properduty of the parent; 
1 chan of the miniſter. But I would adviſe 
that miniſters alſo give attention to it, and 
by hearing the children repeat the cate- 
chiſm, either ſtatedly, or occaſionally, en- 
| courage both parents and children in the 
| exerciſe. Small rewards, properly diſtri- 
i 5 boiled may be of uſe t to this ee, 1 1 5 
fo  Ifhall 
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"THE PREFACE at 
I mall not, in this place, enlarge upon 
WF rhe motives toavirtuous and religious edu. 
Kation of children, to which, I hope, this 

method of inſtruction, by catechizing, will 
contribute. I ſhall only conclude this pre- 
face with obſerving, that © This, Parents, 
is the greateſt benefit you can confer up- 
« on your children. The riches an4 99. 
<« nours of this world are not to be com- « 
1 0 pared with the ſolid advantages of a vir- 
A © tuous and religious education. It i is a 
1 : debt you owe to ſociety: it 18 alſo an im- „ 
portant part of the duty you owe to god, 1 
the father of our ſpirits; and it is, at thei b 
1 «ſame time the beſt proviſion you can = 
= < make for the peace and comfort of your 
« gwn future lives, Children that have ...-. > 
= 00 received early and laſting impreſſions in 4 | oo 
1 « favour of virtue and religion, will be a 5 
ſupport to you in life, will eaſe the pains | _— 
of death, and be your crown of rejoĩc- 5 
«j ing in a better world hereafter,” „„ 
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Wa 15 this Sixth Edition 1 have. printed 
in a ſmaller Letter thoſe Queſtions which are 
either more burthenſome to the memory, or of 
leſs importance. But young perſons may ſtill 
be made to repeat abem, if the roacher ſhall 
5 think proper. 8 5 


>. 


ren Ee 


« R 1 . b 
1, Queſtia. AN you tell me ad 
CC 
= Anſwer. God made me, F and all 
I things. qe 
=_ 2, Qu. What did Ged make. you, and 
all mankind ſo r??? „ 
An. He made us to be Bod, and 1 
happy —_ 
2 Qu. W 7H is - £0 4 ged. 2 —_ 
An. To be good is to pe” . = 
1 Worry our parents, to ſpeak the truth = 
always, and to be Joſt and kind to al! 3 
4 perſons. EE —_— 
4. Qu. Can God. know whether you | | 
be goed or not? ³ = 
An. Ves: for e we cannot ſee = 
God, be ſees us wherever we der ON | 
night as well as by day. 
S. Qu. bat will God do þ for ou Ul 
= you 15 _ i 7 OL 
x An, 
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us and make us very happy. 
be: who i is /o good to y? 

him, and be thankful to him. There F 
is nothing that I can do for him. 4 
: bim for every thing that is fit for us, | 
5 aud he 1s always ready to hear uus. 
not good? 
58 angry with us, and puniſh W 
you 2 not good? 
things, 1s NY to do all things. "He. 
can take away all our flange” and 
Lt every thing that he has given us; and 


| he can make us die whenever he 


pleaſes.” 


act beth D * — — toes boy = ev wh —— 2 ” TEIN — o - 3 —— 
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An. If we be good, God will love 8 
6. Qu. IP hat can you do for God, 8 5 
An. I can only love him, as = 
7. Qu. Can you ſpeak to G04 Fe. 
An. Yes: He has bid us pray to 
. Qu. What 2 G a *. you be 4 
An. If we bs not a; God will be : 


9. Qu. I. God able to puniſh: you if : 


An. Yes: Gd. 05 made all 


10. Qu. W ben 3 you ar, faul you 6 ever = 
; live . ph _ 
bs Fa God Sl ſome tie 8 
4 us from the dead, and we ſhalt. 
die „% 11. ns ” 
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= 11. ; Qu. Where ſhall you live again _ 
1 if you have been good? —_— 
= An, If I have been good, I ſhall go : 
3 to heaven, and be very happy for ever. 
= 12. Qu. Where all you live Bein, 
175 you have been wicked ? © ©. 
= An. If I have been wicked, 1 ſhall - = 
= go to hell, where 1 thall be very ä = 
= ſerable. dT 's CD 
= 13 Qu. Have y you aways been good? I 
An. No. I have very often done = 
XZ wrong, and offended God. | | 5 Pp: 
14. Qu. Are 5 not, then, afraid . 
= God's anger? =, KK 
An. Ves; but he has promiſed bo": = 
forgive us, if we be ſorry for our fins, | _— 
5 kay to fin no more. i 
Qu. Who hath told us that Ged. 5 
will 7 us, if we repent of our ſins, E 
and endeavour to fin no more? = 
= An. Many perſons by whom God = 
. hare and particularly Jeſus Chrift, + oy 
= 16. Qu. bo was Jeſus Chriſt? 
An. Jeſus Chrift was a perſon whom 
£] God ſent to teach men their duty, and 
to perſuade and , * to 
. it. e 
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; 1. Queſtion. | * 


1 "Os- What became * Jeſus 1 


Chriſt 1 


1 
0 £5 iS * 
0 1s 

| 3 
771. Ie vas hut toy leatt wie ec 8 
. * ; 1 
% 3 * 

— 2 
"I 4 4 
1 ma 


men, 50 would not N to . 


18. Qu. 1s Chriſt dead nam? it 
An. No. God raiſed him from the 4» 


dead, and took him up into heaven. 


19. Qu. Where do we learn what 


doe know concerning Chriſt, and what 
he did, taught, and Juffer ed 8 tbe good 
ee 3 1 
|. An. In the Rible;: which we muſt = 
| diligently read and ſtudy, for our im- 
ptovement in knowledge and good- A 
| Haſs, in order to fit 1 us for heaven. — 


PART 1. 4 
7 HA 11 is we 


Bible 2 1 
Araber. 1 The Bible is a colle&ion 5 


of books Written by good men, con- 
| taining an account of what God has 
|. | done for mankind, what he ers 


of by 
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of them, and what they have to expect 
from him. Theſe books are alſo called 5 
= the Soriptures. TE 
= 2. Qu. Have the Seriptures informed Boe 
us + what Go himſelf "6 code 155 
An. We learn in the ſeriptures that 
= God is a being who had no beginning, 
and will have no end. He is al- 
mighty, perfectly wile, wry infinitely 
good. He is every where . preſent, | 
and never changes. i in I” nature or 
diſpoſition. 1% 


3. Qu. In what” nanuer | bas" God = 


3 made his great power known 2? 


An. God made this world, together -4 4 
with: the ſun, moon, and ſtars. He 5 : 


made all kinds of plants, and trees to 
grow out of the earth. Ile made all 
kinds of animals to live upon it, and 
he made man the chief and mol ex- 
cellent of them all. 12 os 
4. Qu. In what thee ir + appear that op 
1 God Is perfectly wiſe : 

An. In bringing ont all bis del : 


dens in the beſt manner; in his know. . 


© ing every thing, even the thoughts of 


c | aur Ld; 5 in foreleeing « all that will | 


ever 
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7 ever. come to paſs and thereby govern- 
; ing the worl 


geadneſs of God? ZE 


and every thing they have occaſion for; 

and by giving all of them as much 

ſtrength and ſagacity as are neceſſary [ 
for their preſervation and defence. 


Been good to men in particular 2. 


made for feeding and cloathing us, and 
giving us more | underſtanding. than 
brute creatures, he has ſent good men 


and to perſuade men to tutn from vice 
and wickedneſs, and to live good lives; 
— 19 order to ſecure his fayour, and ob- 


tain immortal ee in the world 
10 come. 


. en and l in the W in e 7 


by his providence. _ 
. Qu. What are the ** of _ 


An. He has made all liring crea- 'Y 


tures capable of being happy; having BD 


provided for the ſupply of all * 1 


wants, by furniſhing them with, pro 


er materials for their food, rainjent, 9 


FE 
WE 


6. Qu. In what reſpects bas God ; 
An. , Beſides the proviſion, he has | 


from time to time to teach us his will, 


7. Qu. Give me 4 few 120555 f the divine 


| | An 


YOUNG PERSONS. 19 
An. God has provided clouds to give rain, without 
which corn and plants could not grow: and the ſun 
not only gives light, but alſo heat to raiſe the water 
in vapour, which again forms clouds, and ſo pro- 
duces a perpetual ſupply of rain. He has provided 
different kinds of food ſuited to the natures of the 
different creatures he has made to live upon the earth; 
and though other animals have not the reaſon of man, . 
God has given them a principle, which we call ;n/ting, 
whereby birds can build their own nefts, and all of 
them can provide for their ſubſiitence, preſervation, | 
and defence, better than we could do for them, 

8. Qu. Give me Jome inflances W the divine goodneſs 
with reſpect to mene? 
| An. Men could not live in ſeeing, «ud God | 

has given them eyes to ſee, and Haz, alſo made the 
light, without which our eyes would have been of no 
uſe to us. We often want to take things, and. carry, 
them from place to place, and God 172 given us = 
hands and fingers, whereby we can lay hold of them. 
We have occaſion to move from one place to another, 


Re 


can walk, and go where we pleaſe. -We' cannot live | 
without food, and he has both enabled us to get food 
from the earth, and made us with mouths to take it 


and convert it into proper nouriſhment. | All theſe 
things are Sr both of the wiſdom and goodacks of 


a. 


* Qu. -How oth God govern the 
world by. his providence ? _ ; 
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paſs, but; what tends to promote his 
deſign of making mankind virtuous 
— 1 Hi providence. extends 5 


Vet; LF 
TTL 


n Fe, * 


2 
„ 
4 2 


and he has made us with legs and feet; whereby 8 


in, the teeth to chew it, and ſtomachs to digeft it, ; 


An, He ſuffers nothing to come to e 5 f 
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Sw K Arenen rok 
to the meaneſt creatures that he has 


made, and even a ſparrow falls not to 
the ground without his will. Ell 
nothing come t þ aſs 


10. Qu. Tf 
without the will of God, why doth he 
ufer florms and tempeſts, pain and 


 feckneſs, 


An. The 


evils 


They 


172  Qay 


12, Qu, In what manner ms 


be our love to God? 


An, By a grateful ſenſe of his 19 
neſs to us, by a conſtant care to do his 
and 18 0 an intire and chearful 


will, 
ſubmiſſion 


which - occaſon ſuch Arge 
an miſery to bis creatures? 

2 and miſcries of 
which. we complain are intended for 
our good, though we are not always 
5 ſeufible of it. a 
tions of a wiſe and affectionate Wy = 
PE, rent. e, 


are the correc- 


W 5 both Gab require of == 
. in or den to live and A. in bis fi = 
8 7. All ha: God requires of us is 
i G e in theſe two precepts, 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
With all thy heart, and thy gg 
i as thyſelf,” 
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1 v oUNO PE 8 SANS. © 
5 (abihifſion to all the diſpeniations 0 of 
9 bis . 


5 175 our fellavo creatures? 
An. By doing to others as we 


to us, in the ſame circumſtances, 


14. Qu. By what methods mii we cheriſh our love 
1 God, and increaſe our confidence in him? _ 


ſelves to him in prayer; thanking him for the 


mercies he beſiows upon us, confeſling our fins 
X before him, and aſking of bim whateyer he knows 7 


B to be needful and good for ut, 2. 


1 
|: | tem er 
7 . 
1 
4 
25 
8 
8 


ſon affront and injure us? 


& | forgive us our offences againſt him. 


Qu. How au Tue expreſt « our my 


= ſhould think it right for them to do 55 


An. We muſt frequently confider the bene ; Se 


i he confers upon us. We muſt alſo addreſs our- 


16. Qu. What muſt we <& when ber- 5 


A. We muſt not retain evil for 
evil; and if they repent, we muſt for= 
ive them, as we hope that God will ” 


17. Qu. Hath the Divine Being 8 
ay. where delivered <a directions 
: ARG. —_— 


5. Qu. How ſhall we bring ourſelves i inta the beſt — 
4 4 0 tion for performing our duty to God and man? 25 
An. By a proper government of our paſſions, 5 
zccording to the dictates of reaſon. and conſci- 
ence; by living in temperance and chaſtity, and 
never indulging a "proud, . or ſelfiſh : 


22 A CATECHISM FOR 
concerning the ſeveral branches. of our 
- duty to him and to our fellow creatures ? 

An. Yes, in the ten commandments, 
5 which he delivered to the children of 
1ſrael from mount Sinai, 
18. Qu, What as the frft of theſe 
commandments? 11; 
e Thou ſhalt vorlhip no God but 
one. | 
5 bn Qu. What is n . 
2 Thou ſhalt not worſhip God 
_ 1 . as if he had any r 
1 or 1 5 
20. Qu. What i 7s . bird? 5 
7 Ax. Thou ſhalt not take he's name 
2 of God in vain, by calling him to wit- 
neſs a falſehood, or by profane curing 


1 and ſwearing. 


221. Qu, 2 is che fourth 5 
An. Thou ſhalt reſt one day in bs. 
ven from all worldly buſineſs. _ 
22. Qu, What is the fifth? 
An. Thou ſhalt. honour and obey 


2 3: Qu. 'W hat is ihe fath ? 5 
a Thou ſhalt not commit ar = 

2 Whut i is ' the * 2 
An. 
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An. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery, 
25. Qu. What is the eighth & 
An. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 
26. Qu. What is the ninth: 2 8 
An. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, 
27. Qu. What is the tenth? . 
A. Thou ſhalt not covet any thing fy 
that belongs to another perſon. 
28. Qu. What are thoſe princip ples 
which will moſt efectually lead to the ob- 
= /ervance of 17 5 and all other of God 5 
I commandments ? | 1 
An. A hi: gh reverence "fe God, 
and a fincere SHY will towards our 


l Wings . + = 
0 1 5 95 2 r 
* * 2 9 : 5 . A 2 e n 
n n E N n _ 8 P N 
8 5 7 o ( 4 « — N LORE N + ©? 2 oh 5 þ - 15 : 2 — 
j oo nt, NITRO ES | 
; 8 45 FFC ren” 270 CES = 9 . 
. 


Le VR 
4 n 
r . 1 


regard to our own real intereſt. 


A and wickedneſs. 


every „thing that is amiſs in the be- 
: ginning, before we have become ac- 
cuſtomed to it, and have gotten a ba- 
bit, which cannot eaſily be broken; 


; 1 or hed . who would 49 


fellow creatures, joined with a IM. 


29. Qu, What is the beft bat we 65 
can take of ode our ſelves from all vice 


An. By being careful not to dulgs 1 75 
finful thoughts, and by correcting I 


particularly, by avoiding the compa- : 


Joon 5 


upon our 8 againſt thoſe vices to 


- tian virtues. 


1 * of vanity, peeviſhneſs, dilobe. 


5 | from ſtrong and uugoverned paſſions. 


„ A CATECHLSM FOR 


hog: make us like 1 and 
y being, in a more eſpecial manner, 


which our fituation and cireymſtances 
| wake us 88 69955 y prone, h 
30. Qu. What is the beſt method 7 
guard aurſelves agai 2 being educed b y 1 
wicked company. ? 3 

+ A; 10 chuſe virtuous and good 2 
perſons for our favourite companions ; | 
and to propoſe to ourſelves the imi- 
tation of good men whom we read of 
in the Seriptures; eſpecially, the imi- | 

8 tation of Chriſt, who was a perfect 2 
pattern of all the moſt. excellent chriſ- 3 


3 31. Qu. I hs are tha ices pF follies 


to which young perſons are moſt expoſed * 2 
Young perſons are moſt in 


dience to parents, an exceſſi ve love of 2 
8 pleaſure, and extrayagance ; all ariſing 9 


332. Qu. bat are the uices that 
Ts poor people. are liable to? 16 

— 4 The p gor are ſt in danger 
K being induce e o | ſteal, and of en- 


. 9 
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riors. 


33. Qu. V hat vices are the rich 


Z moſt in danger of 7 


= Ar. The rich os Re in Sw : 
E | of being proud, of living in idleneſs 
and luxury, of opprefling the pove, ; 


and of forgetting God. 


A 34. Qu. In what virtues, 745 ant 
© | the poor and the rich endeavour to excel? 
L An. The poor ſhould be content 
4 with their low fituation in life, and by 
W frugality and induſtry endeavour to 
make their circumſtances as eaſy as 
I they can. And the rich ſhould be 
ics humble, ms thankful to God for all 
they enjoy, and endeavour to. do as 


much good to others as poſſible. 


35. Qu. L any man able to fulfil =. ; 
the commands of God, Jo 6 as to live en- : 


2 "ey without fin * 


= Ar. No. Our mereiful God 31 
4 ether knows that we are not able to 
do this, and therefore dues not expect 15 
W it of us. He only requires that we 


repent of the fins we commit, and en- 
deavour to live better lives for the future. 


B . . a 


x vying and undermining their. fupe= 


— —————— 
7 


. Roos. SE, 


7] Halo and proneneſs to fin teach vs? 


watchfulneſs, make us earneſt in our 
prayers to God, to enable us to reſiſt 
temptation, and to ſtrengthen and con- 
firm our good diſpoſitionssss. 


reward our faithful, though imperfeci 
obedience to bis will 
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of this life, proſperous and adverſe, | 
as that they ſhall be the beſt for us, 

whether we can ſee them to be ſo or 
not; and he will make us completely 
: | happy i in another and a better world. 
38. Qu. In what manner muſt all 
men ſpend the greatef Part of 1 their time 
in this world? 


1 kind of honeſt labour or employment, 
which is neceſſary for procuring ſuit- 
able ſupplies of the good things of 
this life for ourſelves, and thoſe who il 
immediately depend upon us, and by 2» 
wuhich we can, at the ſame time, be of 
the moſt uſe to our fellow c creatures in 
5 general. oe ho 


6 A CATECHISM FOR 
36. Qu. What ſhould a ſenſe of cur 


An. It ſhould teach us humility and 


37. Qu. In what manner avill God 


An. He will fo order all the events ö 
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derate. On the contrary, idleneſs is 


the greateſt inlet to vice and wicked 


Beſides, we pleaſe 
God the moſt, by doing that which 
makes ourſelves and others the moſt ; 


neſs of all kinds. 


happy. 


return to virtue and goodneſs ? 


difobedience. Mara 


Iſraelites by Moſes ? 


LES 
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950 . Will not an application 16 
. buffs interfere with the duties 
ef religion ors 5 
An. No, provided it be not 1 


40. Qu. Whom * the feriduares inform us that 
God ſent into the world, in order to reclaim men from 


wvickedneſe, and to perſuade and . * 10 5 


An. Beſides the notices Shich dion: in ge- 
neral had of his will, God was pleaſed to favour 
| the Jews with a particular revelation, 
he ſent Moſes, who gave them Jaws, aſſured them 
of the favour of God in caſe of obedience, ane 
threatened them with his diſpleaſure in caſe of 3 


„ 


41. Qu. In kar character did the 
Divine Being repreſent vine if. to the 


An, Speaking to Moſes from mount 
1 Sinai, he proclaimed himſelf, The 
W Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
W gracious, long ſuffering, and abun= 
s dant in * and truth, keeping | 
„ mercy 
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a A CATECHISM FOR 


' mercy for thouſands, forgiving i iniqu ity, | 
tranſgreſſion, and ſin. Ex. xxxiv. 6. 
42. Qu. WH bo ſucceeded Moſes as me / = 
bete from God to the people of Iſrael? 
An. Samuel, Ifaiah, Jeremiah, and 
many others, who are called prophets ; ; 
and who ſucceeded one another almoſt i 
without intermiſſion, for the N of = 
ſeveral hundred years. | 
. 43. Qu. What was ' the general frain 
1 of their preaching and exbortation? 
E An, Turn ye, turn ye from your 
6 
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evil ways; why will ye die, oh houſe | 
of [{riel? As I live, fays God, 1 will | 
not the death of a finner, but had ra- 
= ther that he would return and live. 
| 44. Qu. Did the Divine Being en join the people of : 
= * act nothing beſdes the practice of moral virtue? ³ 
1 An. He enjoined them the performance of va- 
Hu rious ceremonies. 10 keep up the remembrance Wi 
8 of certain remarkable fas, to prevent them from 
mixing with idolatrous nations, and to teach them 
many important morat truths in a fymbolical 
_ ons ſuited to their low apprebenſions. 


85 45 · Qu. . hat proof did Moſes and | 
| tbe prophets Sire, coat IM Were * 2x 
Gi 1 „ 1 


An. | 
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A. They performed many mira- 
Jes which could not have been done 
without the power of God 3 | 
with them; Under Moſes the people of 
Iſrael walked on dry land through the 
Red Sea, and were fed with manna 
from heaven forty years. The ſtrong | 
W walls of Jericho fell down before "1 
W them; the nation was often deli- 
W vered from their enemies by the ime I 
WT mediate hand of God; cy moſt. of 
che prophets foretold forme great event = 
W which came to paſs in their 9 
5 time. 5 ” 
46. By 3 did Gat freak, 2 R 
only to the Jews, but to the wel _ 
world LA mantinl? —_ 
= An. By Jeſus Chriſt, 1 * == 
E | the moſt . linger and extenſive reve= | 
lation of the will of God to man. 
= 45. Qu. What was the. proper — 
A fn on end * Carli 8 Cee; mta the | 
A "th ths: came to make men bappy _— 
ia turning them from their i iniquities, 
and to purify unto. himſelf a 1 * 
people, . zealous . of. ONO works, 


gd 1 CATECHISM FOR 


. would that 9 ſhould « do 10 us; ; and he enſorced 


48. Qu. In what reſbects was Chriſt fu. 


. perior to the prophets who went before him? 


An, In the perfection of his ex- 


ample, the purity of his precepts, and 
the importance of the motives by 
which he enforced them ; more eſpe- 
_ cially, as he gave us more diſtin in- 
formation concerning a future ſtate of 


rew-rds and puniſhments. He alſo 


ſent his diſciples to teach all nations 
the knowledge of God, 


49. Qu. Who put Chriſt 70 death, 


| and by what death did he die ? 


An. At the inſtigation of the Jews, 


” Ru Romans (under whoſe dominion 
they then were) cauſed him to be put 
to death by crucifixion; which is a 
very painful aud lingering death, and 
that to which only flaves and the vileſt 
maalefactors were expoſed, Mites 


50. Qu. What was the chief rain of Chrift' ; 
preaching ? 5 
An. te bed many abufes, by bie ths 


Jewilh teachers Had corrupted the law of God. He 
taught men to worthip Cod not ſo much by external 
ſervices, as in ſpirit and in truth. He frequently 
inculcated the duties of loving one another, of for- 


giving out enemies, and ol doing to others as we 


2 La 
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4 a regard to theſe virtues by the dodrines of Aa 


ey and of a judgment to come, | 
Qu. What Prog: did Chriſt give | 
of 2 divine miſſizn ? 

An. He healed W if Bas - 
perſons. by a word ſpeaking. He 
gave ſight to the blind, raiſed perſons | 

from the dead, and roſe himſelf from 
the grave after he had been dead three 
days, as he had foretold. 
: 5 2. Qu. Did Chriſt appoint no our 


ward ordinances, as means . * 


is religion?” 


n. He IE wo” bis diſciples to 
g0 and baptize all nations, upon their 
converſion to chriſtianity: and he alſo 
appointed them o eat bread and drink 


wine in remembrance of him. This 
; 3 is called the Lord's Supper? 


BM Qu. What | is the meaning of 7 
: 222 3 * 


An. The ing 6 with water in bap= | 5 : 15 


tim, probably repreſents the purity be -- 


heart and life required of all who be- 


come the diſciples of Chit? 
54. Qu. Whats the nature and 2 
* the 9 W oi N 
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weine in remembrance of Chriſt, 

keep alive the memory of his death 1 = 
reſurtrection; we acknowledge ourſelves = 
to be chriſtians; we cheriſh-a grateful WM 
ſenſe of the bleſſings of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and ſtrengthen. our reſolution = 
do live as becomes his diſciples 


oy gating his religion after his-death &: _ 


tles, to be witneſſes of his life and doctrine. - 
Thbeſe he ſent into all the nations of the world, 
giving them the power of working miracles in his 
name. From this time the knowledge of chrifti- 
anity was ſpread over a great part of the world; 
and in all chriſtian countries there are. miniſters 


it, and to perſuade and e them to N 
| tiſe the duties of 1 it. | 


reward for what he did and Ju ered « on 
rhe behalf of men? 


to death, God has highly exalted him; 
aud de: him. head over all things to 
his church; _ andat he end of the world, 
| he will come to judge the living and 
; ORs. Fo or this Were that was ſet 


EY A CATECHISM FOR 
An. By eating bread and drinking 


55+. What proviſion did Qbrilt make Jor* propas 


An. He appointed twelve perſons, called. apoſ- 
of the goſpel, whoſe office it is to infiruct men in 


56. Qu, Had Chriſt 10 en | 


An. Becauſe he Load bimfalfs un- 


before 
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from the good; 


deſpiſed the ſhame of that l 


| ous death. ; 
| 57. Qu. What do the feriptures 2 y 
concerning the day of judgment? 
That Chriſt will come in the . 
clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory, when every eye ſhall ſee him; 
| that he will then ſeparate the wicked 
that he will ſend the 
wicked into a place of puniſhment, and i 
take the righteous to a place of happ i- 
neſs, where. they all. live for ever 0 
| with bhimſelf. 5 1 
58. Qu. Do the Fee inform us 7 any other ” 
inteligen beings beſides nen? 


An. 


An. We read of angels, who have ſometimes. 5 
ride their appearance in human forms, and who ME 


have been ſent By 4 God upon mellages of e 


ance to men. 


39. Qu. What was the fate of the world before __ 
* revelation 1 „ —_— 
An. The 8 pan of mankind. when they . 
vere without a revelation, worſhipped a great num 
ber of falſe and imaginary gods, bowing down to 
images of wood and fone, the work of their own 
hands. They were abandoned io wickedneſs, and 
even practiſed very abominable cuſtoms, as me- 
' thods of ſerving and plealing their gods; and they 
had no clear notion of a future Rate, for the re- 


Þ ward of virtue and the puniſhment. of vice, 
| | BTID: 60. „ Nr Z 
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before him, he endured the croſs, and 


34 l $ 


RY OY Qu. Has the religion at Chrif aluays. re- 
5 mained pure, as it came from the hands of its author ? 
An. No. It foon began to be corrupted; and, 

about the end of a thouſand five hundred years, 
it was (among the Papiſts) ſuch as almoſt intirely 
| defeated the original deſign of it, to promote yir- 

tue and piety in the world. In many caſes it was 
made to ſerve as a cover for vice and wickedneſs, 
But at length it pleaſed God to bring about a re. 
| formation, which is going on, and we hope, will = 
go on, till our religion be, in all reſpects, as pure, 
and as efficacious to promote real e of 
| heart and life, as it was at t the ** 070 eee 


— — 


So "4 


4 A PRAYER FOR A CHILD. I 

. þ Lmighty God and heavenly F ather, 
&- <= I thank thee for all thy goodneſs 
. to me, and thy daily care over me, in 
preſerving me from the many dangers | 
to which I am continually expoſed, Þ 
Forgive, I pray thee, whatever I have 
done that is diſpleaſing to thee, and 
teach me to offend thee no more, but 
to love and obey thee better as long as 

I live. Grant unto me and to all my 
: relations and friends, ꝑà whatever thou 
ſeeſt to be good for us in this world. 
1 and bring us to heaven and happineſs 


=__ Here the child may be taught to name his father, mother, 7 
RR krothers e or den other near r relation or friend. 


| hereafter 


PRAYERS. 33 


: hereafter, according to thy gracious pro- 
miſes, to all thy faithful Ny? 28 


Jeu: Chriſt, Amen, 


7X PRAYER FOR A YOUNG PERSON. 


Lmighty God and moſt FEET 
Father! I adore thee as my maker 


and preſerver, and the giver of every 


good thing that [ enjoy. I thank thee 
for the gift of reaſon, whereby I am 


b 1 of knowing thee, and of learn- 


ing and doing thy will; but more eſpe- 


cially I thank thee for thy promiſe of 


the forgiveneſs of fins, to all ſincere pe- 


nitents, and of eternal life to all who 


carefully obey thee, delivered to the . 
world by thy ſon Chriſt Jeſus. Do 


thou, out of if abundant goodneſs, for= 


give all my fins, and ſtrengthen my re- 
ſolution to keep thy holy command- 


ments for the time to come. Enable 
me to be, in a more eſpecial manner, 


upon my guard againſt thoſe vices and 


follies to which my youth is peculiarly 


prone. Teach me to avoid the ſnares 


of bad company, and to continue in the ö 
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BY... Pp 9 A 1 oo E R 8. jew 
all the temptations to which 1 am ex · 
poſed. Make me reſigned to thy * 
al the events of life, and to grow | 
wiſer and better by all the diſpenfations ? 
of thy providence. May I love all man- 
kind as my brethren, and forgive thoſe 
that have offended me, as I myſelf hope 
to be forgiven. 
and chearful diſcharge of my duty on 
earth, may I be received into thy king- 
dom of Glory, and into the company 
of all good men, and of 4 Chriſt 
for « ever. Amen. ts 


And, after a faithful 


THE LORD's PRAYER. 


| — JUR Father, who art in heaven, 
1 hallowed be thy name. Thy | 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
ys carts as it is in heaven. 
day our daily bread. Forgive us our | 
kreſpaſſcs, as we fargive them that treſ- | 
paſs againſt us; and lead us not into | 
> temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, For” ever and 
euer. Amen. JJ 


Give us this 
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